Sunday, May 20, 2012


Col 4:6  Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned, as it were, with salt, so that you may know how you should respond to each person. 


There are a number of passages that we would do well to address as we bring this weekend’s consideration to a close. The single reality that I pray we will each take from this retreat is that we need to be aware that we do have a tremendous influence over others in the manner in which we deal with them, whether for good or for evil. Our attitude, delivered to them by our words, will shape the true testimony that they receive from us of God’s work in our lives.

We spent yesterday dealing with a number of aspects of how we need to be careful in terms of our criticism of others. We can do devastating damage to others with our critical nature and behavior and speech. This is an area of great concern in scripture and it would be to our very best interest to have the Lord deal with us in putting to death that sharp and critical tongue. Our manner of speaking to others in unmerited criticism reveals such a bitter and embattled nature of trying to drag others down and demean them in order to puff up our own standing in our minds. 


 As this morning’s passage instructs us, Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned, as it were, with salt, so that you may know how you should respond to each person. We often speak before we think, especially when we are emotionally stressed or battling our temper or when we are feeling that we are being manipulated or used. When we sense that our fears are gathering up to overwhelm us, or our situation is beyond any recognizable hope, we often strike out with bitterness and with animosity in our words. 

We are promised that, if we will turn our hearts to the Lord and seek Him, He will give us the words and the insights as to what to say and what not to say. He will be faithful and guide us into all truth and reality. We will find that He gives us the grace and the ability to speak always in the manner which will bless others, in gentleness and grace and encouragement into His fullness and mercy and forgiveness.


This necessitates that we are not worried about our self-interests and our state of affairs. Rather, we count all things as unto the Lord in pleasing Him and in finding our security and our value set in Him only. 1 Peter 3:14-17, But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled, but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong. 


We are to, in all practicality and sensibility, offer up everything of value in our hearts unto the Lord for Him to make us the living sacrifices that will proclaim His honor and His glory in a manner which is always obedient and reverent for His Name’s sake. Thus will we always respond to others in the manner which puts the interests of the Lord first, as seen in our continual godly behavior, even if it means that we are slandered and abused by this realm. 

This is a most difficult thing to realize as a husband or a father or a boss or an employee or a student or a teacher. We are not in the place where God has put us to be unwarrantedly critical or demeaning or contrary. We are not to lord ourselves in any manner over another person, which is exactly what a critical and judgmental attitude portends. We are to deal with others in the manner in which God is glorified, in honor and in truth and with the heart that wants only the best for those in our lives.
This attitude develops and is expressed as we take the Lord at His Word, such as Deut 6:4-7. "Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! "And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart; and you shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up. 
Please note that there is a great responsibility placed upon us to especially teach what we are taught unto our children. As we learn to love the Lord with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our might, so will our offspring come to know Him in that manner. They will be taught diligently by us as they see and they hear and they witness that we truly do …love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might…
Another element of the need for God to purge this critical spirit from us is that He will not listen to us or act on behalf of our requests when we are defaming others with our sense of superiority. He does not respond when we are slashing others to ribbons with our mouths spewing forth the venom of our hearts.
Notice what we are told in Ps 66:16-19. Come and hear, all who fear God, And I will tell of what He has done for my soul. I cried to Him with my mouth, And He was extolled with my tongue. If I regard wickedness in my heart, The Lord will not hear; But certainly God has heard; He has given heed to the voice of my prayer. God does, in deed and in action, hear and respond to our prayers when we lift others up and seek for their up building and their coming into a greater living relationship with Him. When we are so concerned for the sake of others, God works an ever increasing knowledge of Himself ever more clearly and dearly into our hearts.
Again, hear the Psalmist as he relates the steadfastness that is to be evident in the manner of our hearts unto others, even when we are advanced in years and looking back across the landscape of our lives. Ps 71:15-18, My mouth shall tell of Thy righteousness, And of Thy salvation all day long; For I do not know the sum of them. I will come with the mighty deeds of the Lord God; I will make mention of Thy righteousness, Thine alone. O God, Thou hast taught me from my youth; And I still declare Thy wondrous deeds. And even when I am old and gray, O God, do not forsake me, Until I declare Thy strength to this generation, Thy power to all who are to come. 

As men of God, and as elders within the church society, we are to declare His goodness and His grace and His lovingkindness in encouragement to each new generation. This is not done with a critical heart and a fatalistic attitude. We proclaim Him from sun up until sunset, from the early days of our salvation until the dying breath of our lungs. At all times and with all joy and strength in Him, we teach and we encourage and we demonstrate the heart of God’s love.

Listen to what we are taught in the Proverbs with respect to the value that God places on our tongues when they are used for His sake in our every conversation. Prov 10:20+21, The tongue of the righteous is as choice silver, The heart of the wicked is worth little. The lips of the righteous feed many, But fools die for lack of understanding. Prov 15:7, The lips of the wise spread knowledge, But the hearts of fools are not so. And Prov 25:11+12, Like apples of gold in settings of silver Is a word spoken in right circumstances. Like an earring of gold and an ornament of fine gold Is a wise reprover to a listening ear. 

There is great value attributed in God’s heart as we choose to obey Him in the matter of our verbal dealings with others. As we are seeking to share that which is from Him, He will cause us to offer spiritual food and sustenance and knowledge unto those to whom we are directed. 
As we are further told, in Prov 16:20-24, He who gives attention to the word shall find good, And blessed is he who trusts in the Lord. The wise in heart will be called discerning, And sweetness of speech increases persuasiveness. Understanding is a fountain of life to him who has it, But the discipline of fools is folly. The heart of the wise teaches his mouth, And adds persuasiveness to his lips. Pleasant words are a honeycomb, Sweet to the soul and healing to the bones. 

The simple and honest fact is that we choose either to be criticizers or encouragers. Yes, we may have had severe issues in our upbringing. We may have been treated harshly and without understanding and taught to condemn and to disparage rather than to encourage. But that does not have to continue in our dealings with others! As much as we would like to transfer the blame and shift the burden of guilt, we are the ones who choose to continue on that downward spiral of darkness as we utter those accusations, those harsh taunts, those judgmental words of disapproval and condemnation. Eccl 10:12+13, Words from the mouth of a wise man are gracious, while the lips of a fool consume him; the beginning of his talking is folly, and the end of it is wicked madness. 

It is a matter of choice in each one of our hearts. We are not so damaged that the mighty Hand of God cannot heal our wounds and make us that which is honoring to Him in the every course of our conversations on this earth. Much of the point of this retreat has been to encourage you and to encourage me to seek after the Lord to put an end to the criticism of others that infests our hearts, our minds, and our mouths. He is willing and He is able to so touch us with His healing hand if that is what we desire with all our hearts and with all our beings.

The problem, is that we often seem to so enjoy being critical of others. We revel in our sarcasm and cutting wit and we take pleasure in dicing others into little pieces with our tongues. We find some perverse enjoyment in being able to deal back, with ease and with swiftness, every insult, every comment, every detail of distraction in order to humble others with our superior force and earthly power of verbal destruction.

However, at some point in the process of our Christian life, we will have to come face-to-face with the admonition of Eph 4:29, Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to those who hear. This is not a request on the part of God through the writing of the Apostle Paul. This is a command. This is a direct instruction which demands compliance and obedience to the Lord God Almighty. He will give us the strength and the endurance and the patience and the ability and the wisdom to deal so effectively and positively with others. 
If this weekend has any value, let it be that we resolve to honor God in our obedience with regard to how we converse with our wives, our parents, our children, our siblings, our fellow saints and all those whom God brings into our lives. Rather than bringing back to our homes and our places of work and our place of fellowship a critical mind and attitude, let us bring forth the encouragement to know the Lord more and more each and every day. Let our dealings and our words with others be more and more flavored with the sweet honey of His wisdom and grace and mercy as we seek to obey His Word. There will be a difference that will be immediately evident in all our dealings with others as we give ourselves, body, mind, and spirit to God to make us an encourager after His heart. So be it.
Col 3:16+17, Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. Amen.
Announcements:     
Men’s meeting at Dorothy’s Chuckwagon 6AM Tuesday 
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting 
Other announcements?  

Birthdays:

None






Anniversaries:
Friday -
Shannon and Chris Carney

This morning’s benediction is Prov 22:17-21. Incline your ear and hear the words of the wise, And apply your mind to my knowledge; For it will be pleasant if you keep them within you, That they may be ready on your lips. So that your trust may be in the Lord, I have taught you today, even you. Have I not written to you excellent things Of counsels and knowledge, To make you know the certainty of the words of truth That you may correctly answer to him who sent you? Amen. 
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